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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

Claims 1-26 are pending in this application. In the outstanding Restriction 
Requirement dated February 2, 2006, claims 1-26 have been restricted into eight 
groups. In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect the claims of 
Group VI (claims 20 23 and 26) with traverse. The election is with traverse on the 
basis that it would not present an undue burden to search and examine claims 1-26 
concurrently. In particular, it would not present an undue burden to search and 
examine the claims of Groups I to V and Groups VI to VIII concurrently. The claims 
of Groups II to V all ultimately depend from claim 1 ; thus, if claim 1 is found to be 
patentable over the art, the claims of Groups II to V are also patentable over the art 
without any further search and examination. Likewise, the claims of Groups VII and 
VIII all ultimately depend from claims 20 and 23 (in Group VI). If the claims of Group 
VI are found to be patentable over the art, the claims of Groups VII and VIII are also 
patentable over the art without any further search and examination. Accordingly, the 
restriction among claims 1-26 should be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Further, with respect to Groups I to III a further restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 
121 has been made, and Applicants are required to elect a single first target 
sequence, modulator and single second target sequence, respectively. Applicants 
respectfully submit that search and examination of the claims of Groups I to III can 
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be carried out without reference to a specific target sequence or modulator; these 
claims are drawn to methods that can be practiced with any target sequence or 
modulator, and the restriction to a specific target sequence or modulator reflects an 
unduly narrow view of the claimed invention. Applicants therefore respectfully 
request that the further restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 with respect to the claims of 
Groups I to III be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Finally, if the outstanding restriction is maintained, the Applicants reserve the 
right of rejoinder of the restricted method claims once the elected product claims 
have been allowed. 

This application is now in condition for substantive examination, which action 
is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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